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is a much-needed account of Irish Catholicism. The
work of a leading sociologist in her field, it draws on a
wide range of sources, from material published in Irish
Catholic and Irish Times newspapers to books by Irish

Catholic clergymen. Karen Nugent questions the nature
of Irish Catholicism and explores the experiences of an

Irish diaspora whose most obvious link is to Ireland
rather than to Britain. She concludes that the theory
that Irish Catholicism is simultaneously a part of but

also an antithesis to Britain is unwarranted. She
suggests that it is possible to see Irish Catholicism in

Britain in a number of ways: as a religion of exile, as a
sectarian construct of separation from Britain, or as a

religion that has adapted itself to Irish exile. In
particular, the religious beliefs and practices of

Catholics in Britain today are profoundly influenced by
Irish Catholicism.Read more About the author (2004)

Karen Nugent is a professor at the School of Sociology,
University College Dublin. She has published widely on

Irish Catholicism, Irish politics, gender issues and
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religion in modern Ireland.Downregulation of adhesion
molecules in dexamethasone-treated activated human

T cells. Recently, dexamethasone (Dex) has been
shown to affect surface membrane immunoglobulins in
a variety of immunocompetent cells. Because T cells, in

particular, have been reported to express adhesion
molecules such as intercellular adhesion molecule-1
and lymphocyte function-associated antigen-3 upon

stimulation, we have used fluorescence-activated cell
sorting analysis to examine the effect of Dex on

adhesion molecule expression in in vitro-activated
human peripheral blood mononuclear cells. Dex

treatment, in doses of 0.1-10 microM, caused a dose-
dependent suppression of mAb LFA-3-mediated

adhesion of activated T cells to fibronectin. Dex also
inhibited mAb LFA-3-mediated aggregation of T cells,
but not mAb OKT3-mediated aggregation, when co-

presented with phytohemagglutinin. The
downregulation of adhesion molecule expression by

Dex was not due to nonspecific killing and was
reproduced by the cyclop
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