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Petersen Events Center, a facility that launched the
Indiana Pacers' basketball team to prominence and

provided a venue for fans to watch their team dominate
the NBA. The Petersen will close for renovations this

summer, breaking ground March 13. The $137 million
project will feature an expanded basketball court, locker

rooms, offices and training rooms, as well as a new
concourse and grandstand. Spokesman Peter Incenzo
said Sunday the Pacers won't comment on the project
until it's complete. He said the renovations will begin

about a month ahead of the Pacers' home opener on Oct.
21. "We will literally not be involved in the construction,"
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he said. "We will have no responsibility for the
construction other than in terms of securing the facility.
The construction will be run by the developer and the

architect. We will help facilitate and facilitate the delivery
of that (but) we will not be involved." Filling the two-story

indoor facility more than 32 years ago, the Petersen
prompted what's often described as the team's coming-

out party. The now-defunct Hoosier Dome, where the
Pacers played in 1988, and the Indianapolis Center,

which opened in 1982, weren't home-court powerhouses.
The Pacers, led by talented swingman Reggie Miller, had
home-court appeal. On top of that, the building's large
suite of ringside bleachers and capacity of more than

7,500 were perfect for a young team playing in its first
season at the big stage in the Indiana capital. The

building quickly became an "Ozzie" and "Duggy" crowd
favorite, an affection that spilled over to Miller, who

quickly won the hearts of Hoosiers and Pacers fans. The
large college-football crowds and the state's love of the

team and its star players left the Petersen a valuable and
regular gathering place for Pacers fans. And as the

Pacers became a major destination for fans to see their
favorite players, and mostly for Miller, the arena's appeal
broadened. Miller's arrival sent fans of other local teams

to the Pacers. For the first time in many years, the Pacers
outdrew the Pacers Arena. The team's appearance on the

NCAA Tournament in
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