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the pocket loox 600 has a qwerty keyboard with a high-resolution Icd display. this is a compact
version of the smartphone which can be used for data and text input. while this unit is not as
powerful as a smartphone, it's built-in bluetooth facility is useful for wireless network connectivity, as
well as data transmission. the pocket loox 600 runs windows ce version 5.0, and is fully compatible
with some of the available applications for smartphones. however, although the unit has a nice
display, it has a poor interaction response and is not suited for tactile input or very fast reactions.
the battery life is acceptable; we managed to get it down to around 2.5 hours. the built-in cellular
facility is only used when on a wireless lan network, however, as it's quite slow. battery capacity is
4,000mah. although we found the battery life reasonable, we didn't find it to be very useful since
most of our usage of the unit was wireless. fujitsu siemens is also offering the prototype of the loox
900, which is said to be the successor to the fsi loox 600. the new 900 boasts a powerful xscale
pxa270 processor, with a built-in gps receiver. it has a large 300mhz arm 9263 processor, 3g/edge,
bluetooth 2.0, gprs and a front-facing camera. there are also many more multimedia features,
including a built-in xga display and support for high-definition video, as well as full usb 2.0 support.
the vga camera has an amazing 2.5 megapixel resolution, but it doesn't have the extreme dynamic
range found on many point-and-shoot cameras. we only noticed a slight softness in the image when
it was backlit. this is most likely due to the sensitivity of the two-element lens, which makes it
sensitive to light levels from 1/2,000 to 1 stop. having said that, the fujitsu siemens pocket loox
600's camera is a little fuzzy at times. when the subject in the scene is dark, the image is sharper
than when the subject is bright.
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