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has usually been associated with a risk of death rather than a risk of dying in the course of normal
daily activities. Although in earlier times the victims of surgical victims were usually treated in the
medical field, modern medicine is no longer able to separate surgery from modern anesthesia. The
safety of surgery is now under the control of anesthesiologists. By means of recent advances in the
anesthesiologist's art, the anesthesiologist controls the patient's vital functions, and insures not only
the short term, but also the long term consequences of his actions. Postoperative studies show that
death in hospital is essentially due to the complications of surgery and anesthesia. The loss of
function is now a chronic, low grade condition which is usually not amenable to treatment. We
believe that these studies are the reasons why mortality in non-experimental conditions has fallen to
such an extent and we can now treat stable patients with minimal risk of death during anesthesia. In
recent years, the joint opinion of anesthesiologists and surgeons has led to a reduction in the use of
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