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Scientific Statistics for Engineers and Scientists, by Aaron Walpole.. 5th
Edition.The House Judiciary Committee has blocked a secret vote on the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF)’s
controversial gun-walking program, which allowed guns to be sold to
Mexican drug cartels and later used in cartel-related crimes in at least
two states, according to committee sources. The committee’s chief
counsel, Doug Collins, had issued a notice of rule change to permit a
secret ballot on the measure, The Daily Caller has learned. The plan was
to allow members to vote privately on the measure, which was
introduced by Rep. Blake Farenthold (R-Texas). Committee sources say
that Republicans on the panel, which has traditionally been deadlocked
on the gun-walking issue, instead voted down the rule change, meaning
the ATF will not be forced to hold a vote to approve the controversial
gun-walking program in a transparent way. “We’re not ruling anything
in or out,” the source said. “We voted against the rule change. We didn’t
vote for the rule change.” Collins, whose staff has maintained that
Republicans have a constitutional right to conduct closed-door debate on
certain topics, declined to comment. A spokesman for House Judiciary
Committee Chairman Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.) declined to comment. The
vote on the rule change is a violation of House rules and constitution, as
well as federal law. A House Ethics Committee investigation concluded
earlier this year that Goodlatte violated House rules by allowing a secret
vote on the measure. But Goodlatte has consistently defended his
decision to allow such a vote, saying that members have a Constitutional
right to debate the issue in secret and that it is appropriate to do so.
Newly elected freshman Rep. Ted Poe (R-Texas) has also come out in
favor of allowing the gun-walking scheme to proceed without a vote.
Poe, who is a member of the House Foreign Affairs Committee and one
of the top recipients of money from the National Rifle Association in the



2014 election cycle, has long been an outspoken champion of the gun-
walking program, which was unveiled just as the New York Times
published an article highlighting the program for the first time. “I
believe we have the right to a secret ballot on votes,” he said. Rep. Trey
Gowdy
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